Laparoscopic entry and exit.
Minimal access surgery has emerged as an acceptable means of performing therapeutic and diagnostic surgical procedures. Although the gynecologist has utilized the laparoscope for several decades, only recently has laparoscopic surgery gained increased acceptance in the general surgical and urologic community. The number of laparoscopic procedures being performed routinely is now extensive and growing rapidly. It appears that the critical step in performing laparoscopic surgery is the establishment of pneumoperitoneum and the placement of the trocars. This initial part of the procedure when performed properly ensures safe and reliable access allowing the procedure to commence. Difficulties with this part of the procedure may preclude the operative procedure and more importantly may result in potentially severe injuries. Therefore a detailed discussion of the method of performing laparoscopic entry and exit will provide the urologist with the essentials to perform safe and successful laparoscopy.